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The last photo Dovi (right) sent his father from Meron Dovi pouring oil for the hadlakah shortly before he passed 
away

Zechusim for 
Meron Victim, Dovi 

Steinmetz, z”l  
Hundreds of thousands of voices in cities all over the world are 

declaring “Ani Ma’amin” 
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LAG BAOMER 2021

The last time Tzvi Steinmetz saw 
his brother Dovi was high up in 
the crowd in Meron, smiling and 

holding two thumbs up.
Dovi was so enthusiastic about being in 

Meron that he’d danced so much that 
he’d twisted his ankle. As he was being 
carried away on a stretcher he was still 
swaying, and the Hatzalah medics had to 
ask him to “settle down.” They wanted to 
bring him to a hospital for an X-ray, but 
Dovi insisted that his foot, which was 
iced and bandaged, was !ne. 

He called his father Shloimi to let him 
know that he was staying for the 
hadlakah. His last words were, “Tatty, 
don’t worry. I’m okay.”

In one of the Lag BaOmer videos taken 
right before the tragedy, the thousands of 
people in the crowd are singing “Ani 
Ma’amin,” and Dovi is pouring a bottle of 
oil near the Toldos Aharon hadlakah. 

Shloimi Steinmetz says, “When I heard 
what happened in Meron I didn’t worry 
about Dovi because he had a VIP pass, 
which meant he was on top, nowhere 
near the narrow passageway. I tried to call 
him a few times and didn’t get through, 
but I !gured there wasn’t any service.” 

Dovi had extra passes and wanted to 
share them with some of the other 
bachurim. His friend offered to bring 
them over to them because Dovi had hurt 
his foot, but Dovi insisted on going 
himself, and limped toward the exit.

At 11 p.m. on Thursday night in 
Montreal, Shuly Vorhand, a Chai Lifeline 
board member and community askan 
who sat next to Shloimi in shul, rang the 

doorbell of the Steinmetz home. 
Shloimi was surprised. “I asked him 

why he was there. I told him there was 
no reason to worry and he should go to 
sleep.” 

Shuly stayed. 
As the hours passed and Shloimi didn’t 

hear from Dovi, he made more and more 
phone calls to relatives and friends, 
searching for anyone who might have 
seen his son. Someone was sent to check 
Dovi’s dirah at the Mir. Every so often, 
there was a spark of hope—someone 
who’d been spotted with Dovi—but then 
it fell through.

Shuly says, “Hundreds of people were 
looking for him. That’s how klal Yisrael 
comes together. We were in touch with 
Misaskim, Amudim, Ezer Mizion, ZAKA, 
MDA and Hatzalah. We called the 
hospitals every half hour.”

“When we !nd Dovi, he’ll be the most 
wanted person in Israel,” Shloimi told his 
wife, Feige.

Shuly is trained to hope for the best 
and prepare for the worst. He collected 
the family’s passports, arranged ishurim 
and booked "ights to Israel. 

At !ve a.m. Shloimi went to the 
mivkah. He took his tallis and te!llin from 
shul to daven at home so that he would be 
reachable. He says, “I heard that everyone 
who had to be noti!ed had already been 
noti!ed. We hadn’t been noti!ed, which 
was good. There was a list, and Dovi 
wasn’t on it. We didn’t know that there 
was more than one list.”

Shloimi told his oldest son Yudi to go 
to the Ribnitzer tziyun. Then he told his 
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Among the crowd at the levayah and 
the tens of thousands who watched it live 
online, in addition to the nearly 70,000 
who watched the video on YouTube 
afterward, were members of the Antwerp 
community. Shloimi’s grandfather, Reb 
Yitzchak Yisroel Steinmetz, z”l, had lived 
in Antwerp from 1961 until he was niftar 
16 years ago. Many people who 
remembered him reached out to tell 
Shloimi that when they heard him speak 
at the levayah, they recognized the 
emunah of his zeide.

Shloimi says, “My zeide was in the 
concentration camps as a bachur. He was 
young and strong, so they picked him to 
clear the rubble after the Allied 
bombings. You have to work on emunah.”

Dovi was buried next to his great-
grandfather, Reb Yitzchak Yisroel 
Steinmetz, on Har Hamenuchos.

During the shivah, the family struggled 
to !nd comfort. At one point, there were 
hundreds of boys in the room, and 
Shloimi asked them to sing one of Dovi’s 
favorite songs. Immediately, they started 
singing the Modzhitz “Ani Ma’amin,” the 
same melody that was sung in a cattle car 
headed to Treblinka. 

Shloimi davens at Mesivta Reishis 
Chochma. His rav, Rav Yaakov Elya 
Unsdorfer, has known the Steinmetz boys 
since they were born. During the shivah, 
Rav Unsdorfer came up with a way to 
honor Dovi. He printed up 100 cards 
with the Ani Ma’amins and Dovi’s name 
on them. 

The next Shabbos, Rav Unsdorfer 
addressed his kehillah. “We need to take 
on a resolution that’s not too hard to 
keep.” He gave out the cards and asked 
the members of the shul to recite the Ani 
Ma’amins together every day for Dovi, 
and asked those who were already saying 
it to have greater concentration.

That was just the beginning.
Shloimi Steinmetz has been saying Ani 

defeat the whole purpose of leading the 
davening. I would not mourn on Shabbos. 
I would not be broken. That davening 
strengthened me.

“All Shabbos, I was saying, ‘Hashem 
runs the world,’ hoping that the more I 
said it, the more I’d be able to accept it.”

On the way to the airport, Feige 
Steinmetz, Shloimi’s wife, got a phone 
call from Shragee Gestetner’s mother, 
Shoshi. Shragee was another of the 45 
kedoshim who perished in Meron. Even as 
she reeled from the shock and pain of her 
own loss, Shoshi Gestetner offered 
strength and comfort to Feige—one 
Yiddishe mama to another. Not many 
words were necessary. Afterward, Feige 
perpetuated the chain of kindness and 
called Yossi Kohn’s mother, whom she’d 
never met. Yossi was Dovi’s friend; the 
two boys had been together in the 
passageway.

At the levayah, Shloimi spoke over his 
tears. “We are ma’aminim bnei ma’aminim. 
We believe. We don’t ask why.”

N E W S

Dovi’s friends showing an Ani Ma’amin card to Rav Chaim Kanievsky

son Tzvi to go to the Kosel to daven. 
Shloimi was then instructed to send Tzvi 
to the medical examiner in Abu Kabir. 

“I didn’t want Tzvi to see his brother 
that way,” Shloimi says. “What he has 
now as a last image is Dovi’s smile and 
two thumbs up.”

Late in the afternoon in Israel, Moishe 
Gershon Steinmetz, Shloimi’s !rst 
cousin, went to Abu Kabir to identify 
Dovi. It was 9:30 a.m. in Montreal. 

Shuly Vorhand was the one who 
of!cially noti!ed the family. Shloimi’s 
!rst words were, “This is what the 
Ribbono Shel Olam wants. We don’t 
understand. We have to be strong.’”

The levayah was arranged for Sunday 
in Eretz Yisrael. The Steinmetz family 
"ew from Montreal to New York for 
Shabbos, planning to "y from there to 
Eretz Yisrael on Motzaei Shabbos. On 
Friday night, Shloimi Steinmetz led 
Kabbalas Shabbos in Monsey. He says, “I 
davened with a bren. I almost broke 
down, but I knew that if I cried it would 
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“This is 
what the 

Ribbono Shel 
Olam wants. 

We don’t 
understand. 

We have to be 
strong.”

Ma’amin for years. “‘Ani ma’amin’ doesn’t 
mean ‘I understand,’” he says. “It means ‘I 
believe.’ We need to say it over and over 
again and think about what it means 
until it goes into our bones. I wanted to 
get this out. I thought, Why not the whole 
kehillah? The whole city? The whole world?” 

It started with messages on WhatsApp, 
then a 30-second video clip. Shloimi 
printed the !rst batch of 15,000 cards, 
and then a second batch of 50,000.

Shuly Vornhand says, “I said the Ani 
Ma’amins every day. But sometimes we 
get so used to something that we just 
rattle it off. Now, in the zechus of Dovi, I 
stop and think about what it means.” 

Shuly went from shul to shul in 
Montreal, hung up posters and set out 
boxes with Ani Ma’amin cards. He sent 
cards to other cities in Canada and then 
to other countries. The cards were 
translated from lashon kodesh into English 
and Yiddish, and distributed—by 
Shloimi and friends and relatives who 
joined the effort—to Yidden of every 
stripe and nusach. 

Rav Unsdorfer’s shul is a close-knit 
group that feels like family. Now, the 
kehillah says the Ani Ma’amins together 
every day after davening, and twice a 
week, on Tuesdays and Fridays, Rabbi 
Chezky Elias gives a shiur on their 
meaning.

Dovi Steinmetz didn’t do things in a 
small way. For his !rst Shabbos in Mir, he 

asked his father’s permission to host 
Shabbos seudos in his dirah for some of 
the boys who weren’t set up yet. Shloimi 
said yes. 

Dovi had a tiny dirah. Shloimi !gured 
that Dovi would have only a few boys. 
After Shabbos, he found out that 40 had 
come. He asked, “Where did they all sit?”

Dovi said, “Sit? It was an uplifting 
Shabbos. We farbrenged until !ve in the 
afternoon.”

Shloimi says, “That’s how he was. 
Everything for others. Everything big.” 

At a farbrengen with his friends, Dovi 
quoted a chasidishe mashpia. “Why do we 
make a l’chaim on mashkeh? Why not on 
water? Because when you put water in 
the freezer, it says, ‘Everything around 
me is freezing, so I have to freeze too.’ 
But mashkeh says, ‘I might get a little cold 
on the outside, but just because 
everything around me is freezing, that 
doesn’t mean that I have to freeze too.’ 
And it stays warm. L’chaim!”

The Ani Ma’amin cards are now in use 
in schools, shuls and camps all over the 
world. Moishe Gershon Steinmetz 
presented the Ani Ma’amin project at a 
Shuvu communal bar mitzvah in 
Yerushalayim. The campaign is active in 
New York, Montreal, Toronto, Lakewood, 
Cleveland, Los Angeles, Chicago. 
Monsey, Israel, London, Manchester, 
Gateshead, France, Belgium, Australia, 
Ukraine and Russia. 

How many Ani Ma’amin cards have 
gone out? Shloimi lost track after 
100,000. Family and friends continue to 
reach out to communities, and they in 
turn reach out to other communities. 

Shuly says, “No one is in charge. It’s 
not a professional organization. We’re 
running on heart. That’s why it’s 
working.”

Spread the word. Say the Ani Ma’amins. 
Concentrate on what they mean. Pass it 
on. l
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